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MEETINGS

Washington Cranberry Summer Field
Day: This summer we will be at the
PCCRF Farm on Friday, July 29, 2016.
Registration is at 8:30 a.m.; presentations
will be from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Three pesticide
credits will be given.

Oregon Cranberry Summer Field Day:
The 2016 Oregon Field Day will be Tuesday

August 2, 2016. Call 541-572-5263 for more
information.

PEST MANAGEMENT AND
PESTICIDES

Lorsban: Last chance to use up existing
stock. But be mindful of MRL restrictions,
PHI and don’t spray it unless you actually
have something to spray. Contact WSDA
for disposal of leftover product.

Tipworm. In our surveys across growing
areas, we are finding numerous beds in Long
Beach with extensive tipworm damage. In
previous years it was confined to only a few
locations. Be on the lookout for tipworm on
your beds. We seem to find it mostly on
unproductive off-type Stevens beds. Look
there first.

Twig  blight/Lophodermium: ~ With  the
emphasis of fungicide timing targeting the

bloom window, we may be letting our guard
down for the post-fruit fungicides to control
twig blight. If you or your neighbor don’t
have twig blight do we really need
additional fungicide application in July?

Since Lophodermium spores are windborne,
they could find their way to your bed from a
long distance, so a prophylactic spray is
good insurance. Apply a broad spectrum
fungicide like chlorothalonil or mancozeb
for this purpose. This should always be
applied last in any fungicide rotation to
prevent resistance to the single mode of
action fungicides, like Abound, Indar or
Proline. Chlorothalonil or mancozeb after
bloom will also help suppress storage
pathogens and should be considered
important for fresh fruit growers.

Red leaf spot on new plantings: Vigorously
pushing new vines will result in this
pathogen infesting new plantings. Treat with
any fungicide before it gets too serious to
prevent secondary pathogens that kill-out
that new growth.

Fireworm: Everyone has likely applied their
2nd generation spray. Just as a reminder:
when treating summer generation with
growth regulators (Intrepid or Altacor),
timing is 2 weeks after onset of moth flight,
and again 10 to 14 days later if needed. For
other insecticides, such as Delegate or

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment
are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office.
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too easy to get confused, and the implication
too serious to not try to make this one part of
weed control idiot-proof. Farms with big
crews need to be extra-cautious and make
this part of their annual worker safety
training.

Miscellaneous pollinator information:

Bee kill: A serious kill was reported on a
PNW cranberry farm in 2016 when an
adjacent cranberry neighbor used an OP
during  bloom. The Department of
Agriculture is investigating.  This is a
reminder — you are responsible/liable not
just for the bees on your farm but for those
on your neighbor’s. Don’t use these
products if the neighboring farms still have
their bees. We have bee-safe alternatives to
OPs.

Enhancing _ pollinators: New  research
compiled from small berry farms from
around the world has found they could
significantly boost crop yields by taking
steps to increase pollinator diversity on the
farm. Science. Vol. 351, January 22, 2016,
p. 388. doi: 10.1126/science.aac.7287. See
previous newsletters for suggestions for
plants to use around cranberry beds to
enhance bumble bee populations. Funds are
available from the NRCS for this type of
activity and some growers have already used
them for this.

Interestingly enough, a new study from
Massachusetts indicates that the massive
amounts of cranberry pollen available to
bumblebees during bloom on commercial
cranberry beds boost colony populations
compared to bumble bee colonies not having
access to commercial beds. There you go —
the answer to pollinator decline - cranberry
farms!

Are neonicotinoids really the bad guys?
Data is accumulating to suggest this may not

be entirely true. For individuals it is true,
but honeybees and bumblebees exist as part
of a super-organism, the hive, and there are
few large-scale field studies of honeybees
and bumblebees foraging in neonic-treated
crops that show adverse colony-level effects
See
https://www.geneticliteracyproject.org/2016/
03/01/bee-health-update-latest-field-studies-
conclude-neonicotinoids-not-key-problem/.

This doesn’t address the long-term health of
species like bumble bees, which rely on new
colonies being started every year from over-
wintering new queens. I highly suspect this
is still a big concern, and we should still
only use these insecticides as a spot
treatment on an as-needed basis.

Fungicides and bees: Fungicides are the
most frequently found pesticide group found
in honey bee pollen. For pollen collected
from bees in Long Beach several years ago
we found high copper, while in other areas
Bravo and some of the new fungicides are
common. Trying to tease out what this
means for honey bee or bumble bee health,
when used in combination with insecticides,
has been difficult. There may be a sequence
of combinations that is more or less
deleterious, but it will take years to sort out.
There will be news along this front for years
to come, with serious implications to the
cranberry industry.

MISCELLANEOUS:

Early harvest: New TACY incentives will
push growers into ever earlier harvest.
Here are a few things to be mindful of if you
are going to chase those early harvest
incentives for the very early coloring
varieties.

1) If it is a dry year, you may lose too much
water off your farm with a flood harvest.
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$30-$35/bbl base price for Ocean Spray
growers and remain low for independents.
Figuring out how to capture profit from a
cranberry farm is becoming  more
challenging. Depending on your resources,
you can: do nothing, lower your costs and
hope to survive in an over-supplied market,
tweak your current production and hope to
improve yield and quality, renovate with
high dollar new huge yielding varieties, or
renovate with the lower cost, not so new,
varieties that have high, but not ‘huge’ yield.

The first two are options, if you can hold out
for the next ten years and don’t want to
invest more time or money in farming. If
you are really trying to save on inputs,
closely examine your fertilizer and pesticide
applications to see which ones are really
needed versus which one are you can get by
with. I’ve seen farms lose tens of thousands
of dollars for the want of spending an extra
$1000 on additional fireworm control, and
I’ve seen farms spend thousands of dollars
fertilizing beds that can get by on 1/3 the
input.  Tweaking your farm for better
production takes money, but is a lot less
than a full renovation.

Most all farms have spots that have dieback
and don’t produce well. Sanding,
sawdusting, or replanting those areas are
good options. But don’t spend too much
good money trying to get off-types to be
productive. Most times, spending significant
money improving marginal beds (trying to
get from 50 bbl/ac back to 100 or 150 bbl/ac
isn’t going to pay for itself). Replanting with
new 400 to 500 bbl/ac varieties are
theoretically possible for our area, but we
have yet to see those yields being
consistently maintained.

We can use 400 bbl/ac at $35/bbl as the
upward expectation after 5 years. This, less
our production cost of $3000/yr gives us

$11,000/ac/yr as income we can use to pay
off the loan for renovation (~$35 to $40K).
So if we are lucky by year 7 to 9 we should
be debt free.

How does this compare if we plant the not
so new but still good varieties that cost less,
like Pilgrim or Grygleski 1? Renovation
costs are about half; yield should be ~300
bbl/ac but there might be a color, size and/or
low rot incentive that might be $38/bbl. This
gives a return of $8.4 k after production
cost. In theory we could pay off the debt at
least two years quicker than we could with
the higher cost selections. By then some of
the dust might have settled and we will
know what does what best for our area, or
there might be even better varieties to plant.

These back of the envelope calculations are
just suggestions to force to you think more
about your long-term options. 1 am not
suggesting to not plant the best new
selections, only that they are not the only or
the best choice depending on your long-term
farm plans.

Tentative Speakers: WSU 2016
Cranberry Field Day- Friday, July 29"
8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

e Kim Patten, WSU: Update on varieties,
pest management, nutrients, weeds.

e David Bellamy, OSC-WA: Phosmid and
fresh fruit, IPM results for 2016.

e Grower Panel: Don’t do stupid — frost
protection, tipworm control, sheep sorrel
control, top three steps for fresh fruit.

e (assie Bouska, OSU: Invasion from OR-
how to recognize scale — what to look
for and why.

e Brian Mauza, OSC-BC: scale control
studies and field decline in BC.

e Lindsay Wells, OSC-WI: fresh fruit
practices in WI.
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WSU Extension provides educational opportunities in
agriculture and natural resources, family living, youth
and community development, in cooperation with the
USDA.

Extension programs and policies are consistent with
federal and state laws and regulations on
nondiscrimination regarding race, color, gender,
national origin, religion, age, disability, and sexual
orientation.  Evidence of noncompliance may be
reported through your local extension office. We
welcome your suggestions to improve educational
programs offered through this division of WSU.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication or program information or
reasonable accommodation need to contact Kim
Patten at 2907 Pioneer Road, Long Beach, WA
98631; phone 360-642-2031; email
* pattenk@wsu.edu, at least two weeks prior to the
event. Reasonable accommodations will be made for
persons with disabilities and special needs.
Extension programs and policies are consistent with
federal and state laws and regulations. Extension
helps put knowledge to work.

WSU - Long Beach Research & Extension Unit

2907 Pioneer Road
Long Beach, WA 98631

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
@ FXTENSION

Long Beach Research and Extension Unit

Dr. Kim Patten, Extension Professor
Email: pattenk@ wsu.edu

Phone and fax; 360-642-2031
Mobile phone; 360-355-7864
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